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Oysters placed in bay water 
cleaned the tank after only
30 minutes...

That’s the POWER OF FILTRATION.
That’s what a Rink2Reef 
Oyster Habitat could do.

     One reef could recruit up to
400 oysters.
     Oysters can filter 50 gallons
of bay water every day.
     One Rink2Reef
Oyster Habitat with 400
oysters could filter over 20,000
gallons of bay water every day.

Hockey Sticks
to Oyster Reef

Restoration Program

Florida Gulf Coast University
Hockey Club

For more information on organizing an oyster reef
restoration program in your local waterways,

please contact:

UNFILTERED OYSTER CLEANED

VESTER MARINE STATION
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Oysters provide many ecological services. Scientific 
research has shown that oysters remove pollutants, 
thus making the water clearer, increasing important 
vegetative growth on the sea floor. 

In addition, oyster reef structures provide
habitat for many small organisms that provide food 
for many commercially and recreationally important 
fish species.

An adult oyster can filter approximately 50 gallons of 
water per day. In other words, a hockey stick
habitat  with 400 oysters has the potential to filter 
over 20,000 gallons every day. Florida Gulf Coast
University researchers are conducting before/after 
documentation in order to design the most efficient 
habitats and establish success rates.

Florida Gulf Coast University-Vester Marine and 
Environmental Science Research Field Station and the 
National Hockey League/Green Initiative are teaming 
up to create Oyster Reef Habitats.

Hockey sticks are made from non-recyclable
materials, and broken sticks will end up in landfills. 
This program uses these otherwise useless broken 
sticks to create habitat for oysters, sponges and other 
filter-feeding aquatic organisms that remove
pollutants and excessive nutrients from local
waterways.

The hockey stick-to-oyster reef program links the 
hockey community to the more than 200 oyster
restoration programs in the eastern United States. 
This would allow hockey fans that are sitting in the 
arena to feel as if they are a part of the green effort. 
When they see a stick break, they’ll think, “Hey, it’s
a new oyster habitat!”
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